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Annotatsiya: Ushbu tadqiqot ingliz tilidagi frazeologik birliklar tarkibidagi qo‘shma
so‘zlarning diaxron rivojlanishini o‘rganadi. Unda ingliz tilining tarixiy o‘zgarishlari qo‘shma
so‘zlarga asoslangan idiomatik ifodalarning semantik, strukturaviy va funksional xususiyatlariga
qanday ta’sir ko‘rsatgani tahlil qilinadi. Eski ingliz tilidan zamonaviy ingliz tiligacha bo‘lgan
misollar asosida semantik siljish, leksikalizatsiya va idiomatizatsiya jarayonlarining muayyan
qonuniyatlari aniqlanadi. Tadqiqot natijalari ko‘rsatishicha, ko‘plab qo‘shma so‘zlar bevosita
(literal) ma’nodan ko‘chma (figurativ) ma’noga o‘tgan va bu ingliz frazeologiyasining boyishiga
xizmat qilgan. Shuningdek, tadqiqotda ushbu o‘zgarishlarning shakllanishida ijtimoiy va madaniy
omillarning o°‘rni yoritilib, til evolyutsiyasining dinamik tabiati haqida muhim xulosalar beriladi.

AHHOTaIII/Iﬂ: HaHHOG HCCICA0BAHUEC MOCBALNICHO JUAXPOHHUYCCKOMY PA3BUTUIO CIIOXKHBIX
CIIOB B COCTaBe (Ppa3eosioruuecKkux €IWHUI] aHTJIHiickoro si3pika. B pabore paccmarpuBaertcs,
KaKum o6pa30M HCTOPUYCCKUEC N3MCHCHUA B AHTJIINIICKOM S3BIKE ITOBIMSIIM Ha CEMAaHTHUYCCKUC,
CTPYKTYpHBIC U QYHKIIMOHATIbHBIC XapaKTEPUCTHKN UIMOM, OCHOBAHHBIX Ha CJIOXKHBIX cioBax. Ha
OCHOBE aHaju3a MPUMEPOB OT APEBHEAHTIIMMCKOTO JO COBPEMEHHOTO AHIJIMKMCKOIO S3bIKa
BBIABJIAKOTCA 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH CEMAHTHYCCKOTO CIABHUIA, JICKCUKAIMU3AlMKM W HIUOMATHU3allUH.
PeBy.]'II)TaTBI HCCICO0BaHUs IMOKA3bIBAKOT, YTO MHOTHEC CJIOXKHBIC CJIOBA IPETCPIICIN IEPEXOO OT
IpsaMoro K IIE€pEHOCHOMY 3HAYCHHIO, YTO CIoco0CTBOBAIIO O6OFaI_HCHI/IIO aHTIINHACKOH
¢dpazeonorun. Taxke TMOAYESPKUBACTCS POJb KYJIbTYPHBIX M COLMAIBHBIX (DAKTOPOB B
(hopMUPOBAHUHM 3THUX MPOIECCOB, YTO IO3BOJSET TIyOXKe MOHATH JUHAMHUYECKYIO IPUPOIY
SI3BIKOBOM 3BOJIOLIUH.

Abstract: This study explores the diachronic development of compound words within
English phraseological units. It investigates how historical changes in the English language have
influenced the semantic, structural, and functional properties of compound-based idioms. By
analyzing examples from OIld English to Modern English, the research identifies patterns of
semantic shift, lexicalization, and idiomatization. The findings demonstrate that many compounds
have undergone a transition from literal to figurative meanings, contributing to the richness of
English phraseology. The study also highlights the role of cultural and social factors in shaping
these developments, offering insights into the dynamic nature of language evolution.

Kalit so‘zlar: qo‘shma so‘zlar, frazeologik birliklar, diaxron tilshunoslik, semantik siljish,
idiomatizatsiya, leksikalizatsiya, ingliz tili tarixi.
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Compound words represent a significant component of the English lexicon, often forming
the basis of many phraseological units. Over time, these compounds have evolved both structurally
and semantically, reflecting broader linguistic and cultural changes. Diachronic linguistics provides
a framework for examining how such developments occur across different historical stages of the
language. This study focuses on the transformation of compound words within phraseological
expressions, aiming to uncover patterns of change from OIld English to Present-Day English.
Understanding these developments contributes to a deeper comprehension of idiomaticity,
semantic opacity, and the evolution of meaning in English.

Literature Review

Previous studies have addressed compound formation and phraseology from various
perspectives. Bauer (1983) examined the structural properties of English compounds, emphasizing
their productivity and variation. Marchand (1969) provided a comprehensive account of word
formation processes, including compounding, in English. Research by Lipka (1992) focused on
lexical semantics and highlighted the complexity of meaning in compounds. In the field of
phraseology, scholars such as Cowie (1998) and Moon (1998) analyzed idiomatic expressions and
their semantic characteristics.

Diachronic approaches have been explored by Traugott and Dasher (2002), who discussed
semantic change and grammaticalization processes. However, limited attention has been given
specifically to the historical development of compound words within phraseological units. This
study seeks to bridge that gap by integrating insights from word formation, semantics, and
phraseology.

Methodology

The research adopts a qualitative diachronic approach, analyzing compound-based
phraseological units across different historical periods of English: Old English, Middle English,
Early Modern English, and Present-Day English. Data were collected from historical dictionaries,
corpora, and relevant linguistic studies. Selected examples of compounds embedded in idiomatic
expressions were examined for structural patterns and semantic changes.

The analysis focuses on identifying processes such as lexicalization, metaphorization, and
semantic shift. Comparative analysis was employed to trace the evolution of meanings and forms
over time, allowing for a systematic understanding of how compound words develop within
phraseological contexts.

Analysis

The analysis reveals several key patterns in the diachronic development of compound words
in English phraseology. In Old English, compounds were often transparent and compositional, with
meanings directly derived from their components. For example, compounds like “household”
originally had literal interpretations. During the Middle English period, increased language contact
and borrowing led to structural variation and semantic expansion. In Early Modern English, many
compounds began to acquire figurative meanings, contributing to idiomatic expressions. For
instance, expressions such as “break the ice” illustrate the shift from literal to metaphorical usage.

In Present-Day English, many compound-based phraseological units exhibit semantic
opacity, where the original meanings of components are no longer easily recognizable. This
progression highlights the processes of idiomatization and lexicalization, which play a crucial role
in shaping modern English phraseology.

Additional Semantic Processes
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Beyond semantic shift and lexicalization, several additional processes contribute to the
development of compound words in phraseology. Reanalysis allows speakers to reinterpret
compound structures, often leading to new meanings. Analogy also plays a role, as new compounds
are formed based on existing patterns. Cultural influences, including technological advancements
and social changes, introduce new compounds and modify existing ones.

Borrowing from other languages has further enriched English phraseology, particularly
during the Middle English period. These processes interact dynamically, reinforcing the evolution
of compound-based expressions and ensuring their continued relevance in contemporary language
use.

Discussion

The findings of this study underscore the dynamic nature of compound words in English
phraseology. Diachronic analysis demonstrates that compounds are not static lexical units but
evolve in response to linguistic, cultural, and cognitive factors. The shift from semantic
transparency to opacity reflects broader processes of idiomatization, where expressions become
fixed and non-compositional. This has important implications for language learners, as
understanding idiomatic expressions often requires historical and contextual knowledge.
Furthermore, the role of metaphor and cultural context highlights the interplay between language
and human experience. The study also suggests that compound words serve as a bridge between
morphology and phraseology, linking word formation processes with idiomatic usage. While the
research provides valuable insights, further studies could employ corpus-based quantitative
methods to expand the analysis.

To conclude, the diachronic perspective offers a comprehensive understanding of how
compound words contribute to the richness and complexity of English phraseological systems.
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